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TEACHING & LEARNING Kindergarten: High Frequency Word List

NOTE: The high frequency words for the school year have been organized by nine weeks and divided into two
categories: regular words and irregular words. High frequency words are decodable words that students will see often in
texts, so they need to be able to read and spell them automatically. We refer to our “irregular words” as heart words.
Heart Words are high frequency words that are irregularly spelled and do not follow a specific rule. Some parts of the
word need to be explicitly taught and “learned by heart.” When a new word is introduced to students, we go through a
process called orthographic mapping. This is a crucial process that helps students understand how words are spelled
and pronounced. This document shows some “irregular words” coded with an asterisk (*) to indicate that it is irregular
now, but the principle will be taught later in the current grade or at a later grade level. The red letters indicate the part
students will need to “know by heart”.

To ensure that students are able to engage in the orthographic mapping process, we ask that you do not introduce
new words to your child until they have been introduced by their classroom teacher.

1%t Nine Weeks

Week Regular Words (Decodable) Irregular Words (Heart Words)
1
2
3
4
5 the, *a
6 *|, to, *can
7 *go, *see, *for
8 an, and *like
9 of, was, is
2" Nine Weeks
Week Regular Words (Decodable) Irregular Words (Heart Words)
1 at you
2 am, on, up
3 but, had do
4 get, not your
5 by, my
6 as, has
7 *we, *me, *he, *she
8 *no, *so, *go
Week Regular Words (Decodable) Irregular Words (Heart Words)
1 Review
2 big, him *her
3 must, went *play
4 will
5 are




6 *look

7 jump, with here

8 come, said
9 Review

10 Review

4* Nine Weeks

Week Regular Words (Decodable) Irregular Words (Heart Words)
1 this, that

2 them, then

3 they

4 there, where
5 came *day

6 make use

7 who *down
8 all, want

9 Review

10 Review




